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Once again 
	Heads of Labour Force Surveys 



	

	
	3 February 2023


 - 

- 

 - 

 - 

Dear Colleague,

Please find enclosed our regular data request for labour force statistics, which is divided into four parts.

The first part (QI) consists of the Annual Labour Force questionnaire. These data and metadata are published in the annual OECD Labour Force Statistics publication.

The second part (QII LFS) concerns data on:

· Population, labour force and unemployment by gender and age;
· Full-time/part-time employment (according to national definition);
· Permanent/temporary employment;
· Job tenure (i.e. time since started working with current employer); 
· Number of workers and the average weekly usual hours worked by hours intervals based on weekly usual hours of work;
· Number of workers and average weekly actual hours worked;
· Total hours actually worked per year and average hours actually worked per year and per worker;
· Number of unemployed persons by duration of unemployment and the average duration of (incomplete spells of) unemployment; and,
· Involuntary part-time workers, economic short-time workers and persons marginally attached to the labour force.
· Total duration of temporary and permanent employment
· Types of temporary and permanent employment

The data requested for your country may cover fully or partially the items specified above. Please read the document (QII Notes) that specifies the list of data items that are required for your country. We have included the historical data that are available for these data items for verification and updating.

We have included once again the request on Employment Characteristics by Occupation in QII to which you have replied last year. These data will be used for regular monitoring of employment developments by occupation. The specifications of the request can be found in the attached Word document entitled “QII request on Occupation”.  Please report back to us the data in the format you supplied last year.


Data from (QII LFS) are used in the Employment Outlook and appear in the statistical annex of this publication. The datasets in the OECD corporate warehouse http://www.oecd.org/employment/emp/onlineoecdemploymentdatabase.htm display all available data provided by you. 

As usual, we have also included, for any updates, the metadata questionnaire (QII Metadata) that you completed in previous years. We would be grateful if you could review the series breaks and explanations, reported by you over the years, and add any new breaks and notes on significant breaks that affect particular data series. This will enable us to ensure that the notes and sources are up to date. Again, we would be grateful if any breaks in the series could be documented and, where possible, revised historical series provided on the new basis or, at a minimum, for an overlapping year on both the old basis and new basis.

The third part (Questionnaire III) requests data on labour force status by highest completed level of education (QIII_NEAC23) and the current schooling/training status for young people aged 15 to 29 (QIII_TRANS23) for measuring transitions from school to work. As usual, we ask you to liaise with your national contact for the OECD Indicators of Education Systems (INES) project and/or your national contact for the INES Labour market, economic and social outcomes from learning (LSO) should you have any questions. The name of this person is indicated in the document/file related to this request. Please note that the TRANS questionnaire includes a new breakdown by programme orientation, meaning that it requests also data by programme orientation for adults with upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary attainment. Data provided in the NEAC and TRANS questionnaires will appear in the next edition of Education at a Glance.

The last part (QIV FAMILY) consists of data on labour market participation by type of households and on maternal employment. The questionnaire can be completed using labour force survey results. When this is not possible, it would be very much appreciated if this questionnaire could be completed using the best available source, such as specific surveys, administrative records, etc., as may be indicated in the files. These data appear in the OECD Family database (www.oecd.org/social/family/database).

Please let us know if there are any changes to the cell thresholds for sampling variability that we need to take account of in any dissemination of your country’s data from these questionnaires.

Concerning data transmission, it would be greatly appreciated if you could return the completed data for the questionnaires (priority Questionnaires II and IV) by the 5th of April, in order to meet our publication deadlines for the Employment Outlook. You can, of course, send us the files on a piecemeal basis as soon as they are ready.

Should you encounter any difficulties with this data request, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Pascal Marianna (tel: +33 1 45 24 92 23; email: pascal.marianna@oecd.org) or Ms Dana Blumin (tel: +33 1 45 24 76 13; email: dana.blumin@oecd.org).

We remind you that labour market statistics for OECD and Partner countries are available on our website at the following URLs: www.oecd.org/employment/database and www.oecd.org/employment/keystatistics.

It is also our pleasure, and a small token of our gratitude for providing us with data we have requested, to give you access to the OECD iLibrary, which contains all OECD publications, periodicals and databases. To do so, please go to OECD iLibrary www.oecd-ilibrary.org and click on 'Show login box' in the bottom corner of the right-hand column and then follow the instructions. The username is oecd-els2023 and the password is Password = oecdilibrary2023.

I thank you in advance for your continuing support of our work.

Yours sincerely,
[image: image1.emf]
Mark Keese
Head of Skills and Employability Division

Cc:

Heads of National Statistical Offices
Permanent Delegation to the OECD
INES-LSO contact person
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